24>                        EXPEDITION TO  DELPHI.

lucid The little lawns amid the cliffs \vero
waving with anemones, (the thinnest ilora]

texture almost that can sustain the weight of
colour,) not set in orderly array with, flax and
peas. The breeze, heavy from the orange

bower, was met by the healthier sea-scented
gale, which snatched a blossom from the almond-
tree, or dropped a feather from, an eagle'n wing
upon the breast of the myrtle thicket. -

A very short distance further on is the sacred
cleft, close to which stood the oracular shrine,
and out of which issued that intoxicating vapour
upon which   Apollo   once   scattered, as   was
1 deemed, the might of inspiration,    The deft is
a narrow chasm in the rocks, which in this
place very  nearly approach  each other, and
are quite smooth.    Its length is considemblo ;
gradually its breadth diminishes; and it in BO
lofty, that the sky seen above it looks like a
strip of purple ribbon.    Adjoinhig thin cleft,
was the temple of Apollo;   the face of the
rock, at right angles with the chasm, was the
inner wall of that temple, and not only retains